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First information report & Media: 

The informational universe of crime &violence 

Abstract: 
This paper examines the informational universe constituted in cases of crime and violence by tracing the 

career of an important institution, the First Information Report (FIR). New technologies of media have 

shaped the FIR, and in turn, it has drastically changed the web of relationships between social structures 

and institutions. Rational deliberations create the template of the public sphere in a democratic society. 

The medium of communication is a significant factor that can expand this sphere with vertical and 

horizontal flows of information. The paper explores these aspects of the concrete realities of our daily 

lives where information and media reign. 

The Speaker: 
Twinkle Siwach is currently Guest Faculty at the Department of Sociology, University of Delhi.  She is a 

research scholar at the Centre for Media Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University. She has an M.Phil. in Media 

Studies and an M.A. in Sociology from JNU. Her undergraduate degree is in English, and she also has a 

diploma in Human Rights Law from the National Law School of India University, Bangalore. Her research 

interests include crime and media, judicial activism, gender and human rights. 
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