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THE KABULIS IN DELHI CITY:

GENDER AND CULTURAL PRACTICES
OF AFGHAN SIKH REFUGEES

Abstract:

This is an ethnographic account of Afghan refugees in West Delhi. In this part of Delhi most
of the Afghan refugees are Sikhs. Even after almost three decades of settlement of Afghan
Sikh refugees in India, their cultural practices, migration strategies, and socio-economic
hierarchies have remained unexplored. The presentation focuses on these aspects of the
community to explain how their family settings, marriage and kinship practices, educational
and occupational ambitions have found spaces in the fabric of Delhi city.

The Speaker:

Dr. Shelly Pandey is currently Guest Faculty in the Department of Sociology at the University
of Delhi. Earlier, she was in the Gender Studies and Sociology faculty at the Ambedkar
University, Delhi. Her research interests include interdisciplinary approaches to study
gender; urban spaces; globalization; migration; information and communication technology
(ICT); and work. In 2012 she was the recipient of the M.N. Srinivas Memorial Prize awarded
by the Indian Sociological Society. Her Ph.D. is from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Delhi on Gendered Experiences of Globalized Work World in India. Her post-doctoral research
from Teen Murti was on Afghan Sikh refugees.
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