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From Rejecting paternalism to 

transgressing gender: 

Some Thoughts on gender and sport 

Abstract: 

Drawing on personal narratives but locating them within a feminist understanding of sports, this 

presentation will cover the experience of the labours of care that young sports persons 

experience as they move from school to the university. In retrospect, this experience also views 

sports, in this case track and field athletics, as both a space of transgression and liberation. 

The Speaker: 

Meena Gopal is currently the Chairperson of the Advanced Centre for Women's Studies at the 

Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. Her research interests include gender and labour; the 

political economy of health, welfare and development; sexuality studies; and social movements. 

Her most recent book is the co-edited volume Women in the Worlds of Labour: Interdisciplinary 

and Intersectional Perspectives (Orient BlackSwan, 2021). She is active in the autonomous 

feminist collective, Forum Against Oppression of Women, Bombay. From 1981 to 1988, she 

trained and competed in state, university and national track and field athletics. 
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