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THE QUEST FOR A FIELDSITE:

LESSONS ON PRODUCING SPACE FROM SEXUALITY RESEARCH IN INDIA

Abstract:

This paper draws from that period in every ethnographic research project in which the researcher
looks for the perfect ethnographic fieldsite. This is an ubiquitous but undertheorized phase in
ethnographic research usually excised from critiques and often relegated to a period prior to the
actual research process. | argue that the quest for the site is critical to doing ethnography because it
is the method by which the ethnographic gaze produces ‘the fieldsite’ as a discursive space from an
emplaced location. This reading of sociality in ethnography moves beyond the reification of the
ethnographic encounter, which rightly exhorts the ethnographer to read herself into the research
frame. The Lefebvrian perspective on fieldsites | advocate addresses various aspects of ethnographic
knowledge production, including interlocution, field notes, and visual and audio recordings that
ultimately constitute the archive from which ethnographies are written.
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