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ABSTRACT
The Postcolonial Citizen of NEP 2020

By

Dr. Manish Jain,

Associate Professor, School of Education Studies,
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University, Delhi

The colonial legacies and decolonisation of education have remained significant concerns for
education in postcolonial societies and for historical analysis and postcolonial theorisation in
education. Both the political regime under which India’s National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has
been enunciated and the policy itself claim to mark a decisive break with the colonial frameworks
and trajectories that have shaped the conceptions, goals, working and institutional forms.of the

nation, state and its education.

This paper analyses NEP 2020 by asking how does it conceptualise relationship of colonialism and
education, decolonisation and the task of national regeneration to achieve ‘India’s continued ascent,
and leadership on the global stage’. How is the idea of India and nation reworked to reconstruct the

political community at this particular historical juncture?

Moving with the assumption that education policies are political texts intersecting with several other
texts in the society ranging from political speeches, election manifestoes to enunciation of culture
where the cultural politics and contestations over definitions, meanings and experiences of
citizenship are played out, this paper historically contextualises NEP 2020 with reference to the
political-ideological milieu, and the discourses of accountability, efficiency and performance
embedded in the new public management framework with global roots and domestic support. In
this process, we critically examine the selective mobilisation of the postcolonial theory/criticism for
narrow definitions of authenticity, indigenisation, and culture based on essentialised ideas of

national belonging to reimagine the postcolonial citizen.




