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This presentation is based on Co-traveling with migrant workers on sleeper coaches 0n a specific long-
distance trajn route of 197 | kilometers (approximate[y 1187.44 miles) between Bhagalpur 10 Mumbai

in India in 2023 to understand migrant Journeys, Migrant Journeys hag informed arrival stories of

“viapolitics®. Walters, Hellers, and Pezzani, ip their book Viapolitics - Borders, Migration gnd the
Power of Locomotion, argue that bodily Practices are centraj to understanding locomotion. They argue
that compared to migration and mobility, locomotion brin gs forth the “intimate connection between
moving and physica] mechanisms,” and jt is precisely this intimate connection that we see in migrant
Journeys in g Sleeper coach of a train that brings migrant workers of three states of Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh to Maharashtra. Migrant Journeys in Sleeper Class of Trains provides 4
glimpse of what “migration assemblage” [ooks Jike and how migrant workers become subjects of

‘viapolitics® through adjustment and Placemaking,

published her work in  journals such as 7he Sense and  Sociery, Gastronomica, Refugee
Watch, and Sout Atlantic Quarterly. She hag co-edited the book Sustainability of Rights Afier
Globalisation (Sage, 201 1) and co-authored Beyond Kolkata:  The Dystopia of  Urban

Imagination (Routledge, 2013). She can be reached at ishita@sau,int.




