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ABSTRACT

One of the fallouts of the ongoing violence in Manipur, described colloquially as “Lan” (War), is the
mixed family. Describing what ethnicity is “mixed” in the mixed family is fraught with problems of
defining the communities involved in the *mixed-ness”. Such family formation, though common in
practice, remains under-researched. Taking the Lan/War as the beginning of my inquiry, I explore
what home, family, and identity mean for mixed families who have had to lose homes, live apart,
and/or continue to hold on to multiple identities within the home and the self during polarised times.
Mobilisations centred on ethnic purity, such as oath-taking ceremonies wherein young women pledge
to marry within (the boundaries of the community), bring into motion what Wouters termed as
“ethnicisation of identities”. The ways in which family, kin (and enemies) are categorised in this
ongoing conflict confront the limits of family, friendship, and kinship, even as families continue to
hope for reunion and a return home.
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